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ST. PATRICK CATHEDRAL SCHOOL, 211 BROADWAY, NORWICH, CT 06360
SCHOOL MEALS AND SNACKS

Dear Parent/Guardian:

St. Patrick Cathedral School offers a choice of healthy meals each school day.  Children may buy lunch for $2.50.  Children who qualify under U.S. Department of Agriculture guidelines may get meals free or at a reduced price of $.40 for lunch.  All meals served must meet nutrition standards established by the U.S. Department of Agr

	reduced price income chart for school year

 2008-2009

	Number

in

Family
	Annual

Gross

Income
	Monthly

Gross

Income
	Every Two Weeks

  Gross 

  Income
	Weekly

Gross

Income

	1
	19,240
	1,604
	740
	370

	2
	25,900
	2,159
	997
	499

	3
	32,560
	2,714
	1,253
	627

	4
	39,220
	3,269
	1,509
	755

	5
	45,880
	3,824
	1,765
	883

	6
	52,540
	4,379
	2,021
	1,011

	7
	59,200
	4,934
	2,277
	1,139

	8
	65,860
	5,489
	2,534
	1,267

	Each Add’l

Family

Member
	+ 6,660
	+ 555
	+ 257
	+ 129


How do I get free or reduced price school meals for my child?  You can get benefits in one of two ways.  You must either complete the free and reduced price school meal application and return it to the school, or bring in a letter from the Department of Social Services.

If your total household income is the same or below the amount on the Reduced Price Income Chart (at right), your child may get either free meals or reduced price meals. 

Your child can get free school meals if you get food stamps, or Temporary Family Assistance (TFA). The Department of Social Services may provide you with a letter that will automatically qualify your child for free meals. This letter must be brought to school, and can be substituted for completion of this application.

· Households getting food stamps, or TFA:  You only have to include your child’s name, case number and an adult household member must sign the application.

· Households receiving medical benefits only:  You have to include the names of all household members, the amount of income each person received last month and where the income came from.  An adult household member must sign the application and include his or her social security number.

· Other households:  If you DO NOT have a case number, you have to include the names of all household members, the amount of income each person received last month and where the income came from.  An adult household member must sign the application and include his or her social security number. 
· Household with children enrolled in the Head Start/Even Start Program should contact the school for assistance in receiving benefits.
· Households with a foster child:  You must include the child’s name, the amount of personal use income the child received last month and an adult must sign the application.  Note: Subsidized adoptions and subsidized guardianships require the calculation of all household income plus the adoption/guardianship subsidy.

Will the application be verified?  Your eligibility may be checked at anytime during the school year.  School officials may ask you to send papers that show that your child should get free or reduced price school meals.

Can I appeal the school’s decision?  You can talk to school officials if you do not agree with the school’s decision on your application or the results of verification.  You also may ask for a fair hearing by calling or writing: Sister Joan O’ConnorPhone: 860-887-4086 Address:   43 Perkins Ave, Norwich, CT 06360

Can homeless, runaway and migrant children get free meals?  If you have not been informed that they will get free meals, please call the school or the school homeless liaison at: 860-889-4174 to see if your child(ren) qualify.

If I get WIC can my child(ren) get free meals?  Children in households participating in WIC may be eligible for free or reduced price meals.  Please fill out an application.

May I apply if someone in my household is not a U.S. citizen?  Yes.  You or your child(ren) do not have to be a U.S. citizen to qualify for free or reduced price meals.

We are in the military; do we include our housing allowance as income?  If your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include your housing allowance as income.  All other allowances must be included in your gross income.

Will information on my application be kept confidential?  We will use the information on your application to decide if your child should get free or reduced price meals.   We may inform officials connected with Title I and the National Assessment of Educational Progress whether your child is eligible for free or reduced price school meals.  They will use this information for funding and/or evaluation purposes.  Information may also be disclosed if you want the application to be used to get other benefits. 

Can I apply for free and reduced price meals later?  You may apply for free and reduced price meals anytime during the school year.  If you are not eligible now but have a change, such as a decrease in household income, an increase in household size, become unemployed or get food stamps or TFA, then you can choose to complete an application.

If my child is eligible for free meals, will my child and family also be eligible for Food Stamps? Your child and family may be eligible for Food Stamps if your child is determined to be eligible for free meals.  For information regarding the Food Stamp Program and to contact the Department of Social Services office in your town, contact United Way’s free referral number 2-1-1 INFOLINE (free call, statewide). 
We will let you know if you are approved or denied.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Catherine Reed

PRINCIPAL


In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 or (202) 720-6382 (TTY).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
